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FRENCH Al SUANISH NORTH AND WEST AFRICA

R n Currert reports indicate that the French CGeneral
Staff is conslderin; The desIrabiliby in ancller soneral

war o as g§ afclexy: vesistencs in “rench West Africe

rather n Doertli Africa, by creating & first iine i -

defense south Oi the Sahara along the 14th parallel. This
1.

line fronts on s Sahara and skirts the [irsi fully habibtable
L ’ land south of tiw desert. The present proposed patbtern of

. 1 defense installe tlons includes the establishment of an exien—
. i slve eir bese et Bilma (Nigerj, to be sustained in the wes: by

F
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the existing military installations at Bamsko (Sudan), and
in the sast by Fort Lemy (Chad), with intervening
strategically located points of support at Zinder (Niger),
and Gao (Sudan).

- The Inter-Arms Command of all armed foreces in
French Viest and Central Africa (headed by Lt. General Astier
de Villatte at Dakar) 1s concerned with the possihility that
In the event of war the USSR might attempt to cut off the
western bulge of Africa in order to deny this strateglcally
Important area to the US, jeopardize the export of uranium
from the Belglan Congo, and acquire Atlsnitic bases.

The chlef obstacle confronting the French in the
implementation of thelr defense plans is the inadequacy of
funds and personnsl because of prior commitments elsewhere.

It is reported that French military specialists experienced
In African desert warfsre estimate that 1f the USSR made a
landing on the coast of politlcally unstable Libya, 1t could
strike overland vlrtually unopprosed to the CGulf of Guinea.
These experts consider that 1%t is a dangerous srror to
suppose that the desert areas of Libya and the Niger cannot
be crossed by a large and properly organized expeditionary
forcea.

According to French authoritiss, there has recently
been an intensiflcation of Communist activities salong the
l4th parallel. This report 1s based upon the visits of mem-
bers of the French Communist Party to the area and upon the
presence in this hinterland of offlcers of the African
Demoeratic Rally (RDA) prior to serlous disorders earlier this
year. The backwardness of the native culture and the sparsity
of populatlon, howsver, make it extremely unlikely that an
effectlve Communlst resistance to the plan of the French
General Staff could be set up in this ares. On the other hand,
there can be no doubt that the Kremlin would have a substantial
Interest In the 14th parallel 1f the present plans of the
French Ceneral Staff are roalized. Thaese plans would amount
to an admission by the French of sheir inability to hold North
Africa.

BELGIUM

The Soclallsts are unlikely to call a general
strike In the event of King Leopoldls reburn, bseauss of
the strong possibllity of a compromise solution providing
for the King's eventual abdication in favor of his eldest
son, Prinece Baudouin, and also because of the d epletion of
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Sociellist strike funds. It is fairly cortein that the law
of 1945, whilch declares the King in3iigible to reign, will
be repesled within & couple of weeks. The Socliallsts
probably will, however, conduct & “pagsive resistance” cumpealgn
designed to erphasnize the fact thet Teonold is a one-pirty
King. In addition to pursulng a pollcy of obstructionlsam
and non-cooperation with the Government, the Soclaliists
probably will refuse to perticipate in gatherings honoring
the King and may "go into mourning" when the King passes
in parade. This campaign probably would be partially
effective in Brussels and Wallonla where a majorlty of the
Belglans voted ageinst the King's return. It may cven
develop Into sporadic one-day strilses in some Walloon
industrial areas where anti-Leopoldism is most pronounced,
"and where the discipline of the Socialist labor fecderation
is weak.

If the King returns, the Communists are likeliy to
encourage strikes not only of the Communlst labor unlons,
but alse of the non-Communist workers. In this appeal, they
are likely to have some success In the Antworp port area and
the Charlerol and Liege mining and metallurglcal areas. In
addition, the Commmunists may atbempt sabotege, if the bleme
_can be placed on the Soclalists, although the Communist
Party 1s unlikely to disbend ltself in order to go undergrouvnd
to conduct its campalgn.

THE VATICAN

The Vatican will point to the apgpression of Soviet-
directed North Korea as prdG%_B? the hypocr%sy of the Soviet
Whence" campalgn, in contrast to the Vaticaen's sincere efforts
for world peace. in joining with the Western natlons In
condemnation of the invasion of South Korea, the Vatlican
newspaper, Osservatore Romeno, has accused Moscow of encourage-
ing and then defending the attack. The Holy See can be expected
to use this situation to urge agaln that Catholics everywhere
resist the spread of Communism snd vigorously support the actlon
taken by the US and the UN.

SPAIN

official recognition of the anti-Franco Pasque
NationalisTs by the Choistiar Democratic parties of E%Eopeﬁ at
The international (hristian Demscracic congress held In Sorrento
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this spring, mey drovide the psal erplanation for FPrancots
recent tixlp to Bilbac. IFrancols longastanding cesivs Lo
diseredit the Cathciic Basque exiles as isclated maloor tenta
without support inside Spain may well have beer rearale el
by the a:tion of the Congrsss, walch gave interrass
standing to the leading Catholic elements of tle Franeo
cpposition. The case g similar to thet of the Sparish
Soclalliast purty, whose leaders in exile arps recegnized as
offlcial delegates to the Internaticrnal S cilallst Conferencs.

The Basqua leaders, Jose fAntonio de Aguirre,
President of the Baacue govermuent-in-exile, hisg Pilrancs
Minister Jesus Lelzaclea, and the President of the Fzam
Natlonalist Youth ¢rganization wers acoeredited in bthe
Christias Democratic Congress and served on werking comni tteos.
Subsequently, with the support of scme members of the Italian
Christian Dsmocratic Parsy, Agulrre conferred with coffiecials
of the Vatican Sseretarist of State. Thes: insidents wore a
setback to the Frarcoe Govermmentts prolenged, slaborate snd
costly elforts to chtain, as "the most Catholie govermment.
of Burop:", the uncorditionsl political support of 211 labholias
sverywhere. Appeal to this type of seniimerti in the UL and
Latin Am:ricse has tesn an important part of the propeganda
effort with which the Spanish Jovermment hes baen preporing fow
reéenewed discusslion of the Spanish question at the rext UIGA
meeting. TFrancefs prebable extreme irritat:on &% the Chrlstianr
Democratic action may have been reflecled not oply in the re-
newed repression of the DBasque Nationaiists {(waloh vegen almnst
Immedlatsly after the Sorrento Congress) but also in a
subsequent, rather tenia tive, Spanish effort 5¢ promote s new
glogan to the effect that "an anti-Pranco position is £n ant:
Cathollc position.®

Althougk the Bilbao trip was successivl zs an
evidence of the reglme's police and orgenlzational power, it im
not likely that much was gained toward the main objcet-wthat of
demonstrating Rasgus loyzlty to Franco. Foreipr corregpondents
roported that 60,000 workers were ordersd out fop the weleow ine
demonstration, paid = half dey®s wages and threstened vwiih
reprisals for failure %o appear, and that extrscrdinary polles
pracaution and Falsnge activity were coengplceuovs characterissics
of the cceasicn.

Another possible direct reparvcusslion fron the
Christlan Democratle Congress is foun. in the rerslatent reports
thot Maderid msy permit the forastion o« & rew pelitical partyr,
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and that varicve ley Cathelics are srying to organize
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movement. Professor lanuel Gimenez Fernandez of Sevilla,
the outstanding potentlal Christian Democratic leader of
Spain, has become more open in his criticism of the present
Government. Any movement to form & Christian Democratic
party in Spaln at this time, however, would be immensely
compllicated and could be confused by the efforts of some
Cathollc collaborators of the Franco regime to capture it
a-borning, elther as a means of preserving the regime 1tself
or thelr own sscurlty in a subsequent situation.

The increaced East-Viest tenslon as a result of the
invasicn ol South Rorea will lmprove rranco’s ablllty to re-
taln th: mastery ol opain, as long as the Spanish Army chiefs
belleve an expansion of the military situation may occur in
which IZpein's contributlon would be sought by the lest,
Preoccupation with the Korean affalr and a physical breakdown
have "“-:- two of the explanatlons offered for Franco's recent
falln '« .o appeuar abt publlie functlons. In addlition to cancel-
1ing; - ¥ regular Cshinet session, he did not show up at the
inav .t lon ol the mew oll refinery at Cartegena. The

refire 7. 1n whir ths Callfornla Texas Company has a 24% 1nt9r7

ngt, » .r.sents ‘l.e {irst substantial Investment of US capital::
in Spaln for man; y.ur-s, and 1ts opening would normally recelive
8ll the P et 11 G LJ RO T ib le o ’

There 1s no strong evidence that Franco 1s 111; 1f,
however, he ghould be Incapacltated, the internal struggle for
power would be mois “itter and acute than might have been the
case Ir. 1947, wher L2 Law of Succession was promulgated. It
is probable that no force in Spaln could effectively cerry out
the pr-vislons of tha' Law as it now stands. On the other
Yand, desplte the s*%-ht polltical activity of the past two
years, there has bes~ some advancement in understanding among
*he eiemants that misht coalesce in a centrist movement
~apable of sustaining an Interim situation. Ultimately,
forelgn encouragement and ald would probably be required for
such a regime to stabilize 1ltself.

ITALY

v The prompt. determined resction of the US and the
™ to t SoV1e L-agnonsored afrression in Rorea Will ass.st
the Ifgggan Goverment in 1ts efforts to win strong popular
-5
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sipport for the sounteyis particlpa iz in she WATC.

gsident Truran‘s declaion to rush militars aid o tia

ath Korear. foreas has been fully aupoorbtasi by she

Yan Governmoent and very feveorably soceirzod b ail
wotors of the population except the far Lelt. Mo
cdoasialon 1s viewed zsa a olear demonatration of U3 fntentlons
Lo work for peace, whatever the cosb.

Statements by public officlals and orominent rress
coverag:s almost %o the excluasion of ctaer news indileatsc Shab
the Italian Government and people view the {orean aitusslon
23 an lmportart test case and as a dirsct challenge by *he
USSR to the YWest in general and particelarly to US leader— i
ghip and &bllity to act with spesd. News ¢f the invasion i
of Scuth Korea aroused fear among many Italians that the
beginniag of Vorld war TIT was irminent. Initial North i
Forean successes generated considerabls eppeehension over
Sovlel initlative and abrlity to achieve surprise. At the
outsst »f hostllitles, popular reaciion mads 1t sleanr that
in the avent of the subjusation of South Korea, US presiige
would be seversly damaged in the eyoes of both the Italien
Covernment and the people. The stability of the CGoverrmment
would b2 serlously weskened by an incrszase in neutrality and
pasifiat sentiment, which wouid demand a change in Italv's
pro-flestern alllance, and by an increase in the Communists!?
popular appeal,

At present, however, both neutrallty proponents and
the Communist "peaceﬁ campalgn have recelved a distinct set-
back and the Government's position hos been strengthened.
Suzcess by South Korea in repelling ths invaders would further
increass ltallian confidence in the abllity of the TS tc protect
1tas Intorests and those of its alliss and would further enhance
US prestigs in Italy. Nevertheless, there will be continued
epprehension over the possibllity of future Sovist military
moves and Jreater pressurs by the Govermment for the spsedy
implementation of UDAP. The fear has been widely expressed in
Italy that the Communist move in Korea presages similar moves
elsewhere and la designed to divert US ald from western
Europe.

1 T AT A YT
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In reastion to Xorean developments, Italian Communists,
taken aback by the last US and UN action, way be 6xXpected 0 con-
centrate their efforts primarlly upon peace desmonstrations and
strike actlon. Bome local riots and civil commotions may occur
which would prove well within the capabilities of the poliece to
control. It is wvery improbable that any large-scsais

-
£
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insurrectlionary effort will occur in Italy, uwnless the
USSR shonld order it as part of a larger campaign in
Garmany, Yugoslavia or possibly, the Near East.
. The Italian 6ommunists, apparently caught flat-

footed, met the sltuation with scattered local "Partisan
of Peace" demonstrations, a few local protest steikes, and
propaganda alleging US aggression in Korea. Such propaganda
was sceptlcally received, even among some Communists and
sympathizers. The Government took advantage of the initiative
gained to deny visas for foreign Communists and sympathizers
to attend a "Partisans of Peace" Congress scheduled to be held
in Italy in July, and to suppress (posslbly as a test case)
the clrculation in the Chieti region of the Communist petition
to outlaw the atomic bomb. Even more atringent restrictions
on Communist adtion and propaganda media were urged by con-
servatives. Against this setback the Communists will probably
atteompt to counter with mass poace demonstrations, while
aggravating and exploiting fear in Italy over the posslbility
that World War III will arise from the Korean situation.
Increased strike action will also be taken, explolting available
économic 1ssuss, but timed to colncide with "Peace"” efforts. A
general strike among the meritime workers has alrsady begun
and walk-outs in the mechanical end metallurgical industries,
especlally, are probabls.

Such Communist action will hove diminlshed prospecis
for success, howover, unless the Far Eastern situation should .
deteriorate vory serlously and undermine the renewed Italian faith '
in the efflcacy of US sctlon. The fear of retaliatory ‘
measures will limit the Communist use of direct action tactics.
There are ne indicatlons in Italy that any Insurrectionary
effort 1s contemplated for the near future, The Communists
eould, however, move on orders from Moscow on relatively short
notice. The Communist Party's paramilitary force has been
strengthened during the past year and the ‘e has been g slight
inerease in Communist penetration of the Italian armed forees.
The most recent estimatses place Communi st paramllitary strength
at 125,000. The Italian police, with army assistance, are
capable of suppressing an insurrectionary effort made without
outside military support. But in the event of revolt, Govern-
ment foreces would require a month to regain control of the
strategically important Tuscany-Fmilia area, a Communist strong-
hold that biseets Italy. 1In any event, the Communists could
gerlously hamper any war effort of the Itallan armed forces.
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FRANCE

Freneh participation in the proposed Luropean “ool
UYnion may stimulalte actlon on the part of other French
Industries to form internation urlons looking toward the
1iberalization of trade. The French Central Committee on ool
issued o statement on 24 May wholeheartedly supportlng the
project, pui forward by Delgium, for a wool union. Also
participating in negotiations are the wool industriss of Great
Britaln, the letherlands, and Luxembourga

e principal objectives of the union are: (1) the
elimination of all trade restrictions on wool; (2) the gradual
reduction of tariffs until all are abolished; (3) the free
convertibility of currencles among member countries;-and (4}
a prohibition on dunping. There polnts were accepted by all
the delegations, although the French favored a more gradual
reduction of tariffs than did the others. The French dld,
however, provisionally accept automatic reduction with a view
toward complete elimination of tariffs in from three to five
years.

There are several advantages for Irance to be
cained from adherence to the wool union. The wool lndustry
feels, in particular, that despite some competlitive dis-
advantages, 1t may be able to increase 1ts exports on a
free market. Because the industry must import 95, of its
raw wool, mostly from the sterlling area countrles of
Australia and lew Zealand, great emphasls is laid on export,
espeelally to Creat Britain, in order to gjaln the necessary
foreign exchange. For this reason, manufacturers will welcome
& lowerin; of the trade barrlers of other countries. lurther-
more, the industry fecls that free cempetition reduces the
possibility that new manufacturing establishments will be set
up in foreign countries whe e Irance now has marxets,

The wa7 may now be paved for l'rance to propose or
participate in similar arrangements for other Industries,
especlally in the t'ield of textiles.
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